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arose from actual loans of money to the rajah; but it is
also certain, from the letter of the rajah's minister, dated
22nd October, 1795, that it included interest: and in a
bond given by the dewan on 21st March, 1794, which
acknowledged his having borrowed of Mr. Hutchiuson
coins of various denominations of the value altogether of
about 1,35,000 rupees, the rajah is made to agree not
only that the amount should bear interest at 12 per cent,
per annum, but that, if the amount were not repaid at
the end of seven months and ten days, the penal sum of
25,000 Bombay rupees should be paid in addition.
Looking to this fact, and to the general character of the
transactions between the Rajah of Travancore and Mr.
Hutchinson, it is evident that a large portion of the old
debt of rupees 4,39,383 consisted of interest and penal-
ties; and it appears on the face of the account that
2,20,035 rupees of the new debt were of the same descrip-
tion. Although, therefore, there is no evidence to shew
that the debt to Mr. Hutchinson originated for the most
part in transactions positively " fictitious," there is suffi-
cient, if we advert to the disadvantageous, not to say
ruinous, conditions on which money was advanced to the
rajah, and consider the influence which, in making those
conditions, Mr. Hutchinson must have derived from his
situation as the Company's resident, to place his claim in
a doubtful light, the more especially, when it is remem-
bered that Mr. Hutchinson's representatives have re-
covered more than the principal.
The next question is, whether, if the justice of their
claim upon the Rajah of Travancore were even clear, the
Company have become so implicated as to be at all re-
sponsible for the payment of it themselves, or bound to
enforce such payment upon the government of Tra-
vancore.
It is asserted in the petition to the House of Com-
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